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 Embassy of  Belgium in Sofia  

Dear friends, 

This years’ Belgian Days motto was « fun, food and quality » and in November, Belgian quality 
was further recognized. Congratulations to Anne Defourny, best commercial counsellor. We 
are also proud to see that with Peter Andronov’s nomination as “manager of the year” the title 
remains in the hands of the CEO of a Belgian company for the second year in a row. More fes-
tive announcements in this issue from BNP Paribas, A-Law and Euroconsultants. In the frame-
work of COP-21, an interesting environmental project, and a tender, and in the run-up to 
Christmas, I also want to thank all sponsors and volunteers of the Belgian stand at the IWC 
Charity Bazar, another success for Belgian quality.  

All this good news puts us in the right mood to wish you a beautiful holiday season, 

Best regards, 

Belgian economic mission to Bulgaria 

14 Belgian companies participated in Sofia on 4, 5 and 6 November, in the mission or-
ganized by AWEX and FIT, with the assistance of the embassy. Approximately 120 B2B 
meetings took place between Belgian enterprises and potential Bulgarian partners. The 
mission began with a working breakfast, in collaboration with the Business Club, where 
M. Koralev, advisor to the Minister of Economy, presented the Bulgarian market and its 
potential.  

The mission was a complete success, through contacts  with the Ministries of Environ-
ment and Regional Development, the Chamber of Commerce, Invest In Bulgaria Agen-
cy, the Ministry of Energy, and other purely B2B appointments in order to allow the 
Belgian companies to achieve their exploration goals of the Bulgarian market.  

During festive occasions such as the opening of the Bulgarian office of A-Law, and the reception at the residence, Belgians and 
Bulgarians were able to continue their exchanges. If you need to know the participants in this mission better, please, feel free 
to contact Anne Defourny (sofia@awex-wallonia.com) 

Anne Defourny  bestowed best commercial counsellor by BCCI 

Anne Defourny, economic and commercial counsellor of Awex, representing 
the three Belgian regions, received on the 2nd of December an award from 
the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for her outstanding contri-
bution to the promotion of the economic cooperation between Bulgaria and 
Belgium. The award was presented by the President of the Chamber, Mr. 
Tsvetan Simeonov in the presence of Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Ivaylo Kalfin, 
the Minister of Regional development, Mrs. Lilyana Pavlova, deputy ministers, 
diplomats and business representatives. Congratulations! 

mailto:sofia@awex-wallonia.com


Euroconsultant celebrates its 25th anniversary 

25th anniversary of Euroconsultant International was marked in Sofia with two 
events : a seminar with the motto „What is the IQ of your company?“ based on 
the vital role of innovation in the food sector quality management, and an  open 
air exhibition « the sense of food » in Sofia’s centre. The seminar gathered mar-
keting professionals, brand managers and technologists engaged in how quality 
is monitored in the food processing industry’s large companies, while in the exhi-
bition, the EC BUL sensory laboratory disclosed some of the secrets of how food 
interacts with human senses. In the course of ten days Sofia’s residents and 
guests were invited to have a look at an outdoor exhibition with the motto “A 
Sense of Food” in the very heart of Sofia – Cristal Park.  Twenty-eight boards re-
counted curious facts and explain how food goes across the five senses: sight, 
smell, taste, touch and hearing.   

BNP Paribas S.A. – Sofia Branch named as the Best Foreign Bank Branch 

BNP Paribas S.A. – Sofia Branch was named “Best Foreign Bank Branch of the Year” 
at the ceremony for “Bank of the Year”, organized by the Association Bank of the 
Year. Mr Hans Broucke, Country Head for BNP Paribas in Bulgaria received the 
award at the official ceremony held on November 5th. Regarding the award Mr. 
Broucke commented: “This is a great accomplishment and a recognition of our 
commitment to Bulgaria. This award is once again a recognition of our responsible 
banking practices and values that we stand for and of the great team we have on 
the ground. It shows the trust that our clients put in the Bank for a Changing 
World”. 

“Bank of the Year” prize is organized by the Association Bank of the Year since 
1992. Assessment of banks is based on public information for the banks generated 
and gathered from the Bulgarian national Bank. Rating of foreign bank branches is 
done in the same manner as for the local banking institutions.  

Peter Andronov, CEO of Cibank, Manager of the year 

M. Peter Andronov, CEO of CIbank, the Bulgarian subsidiary of KBC, has been awarded 
with the title of "Manager of the Year 2015". Congratulations to him! After M. Spiros 
Nomikos from Solvay last year, it is the second year in a row that a manager of a Bel-
gium company (or subsidiary) receives this award. In his comment after receiving this 
award, M. Andronov said : “thanks are trivial in moments like this, so I prefer to tell 
you a few verses from one of my favourite poems, translated by Ivan Vazov "But the 
person who wins the game is the person who thinks "I can!"  

Opening of A-LAW BULGARIA.  

Five months after the opening of A-LAW ROMANIA, A-LAW INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM 
is proud to announce the opening of A-LAW BULGARIA. The launch of the Bulgarian 
office was celebrated on November 5th. The challenge of A-LAW BULGARIA consisting in 
the development of an international knowledge center with strong local anchoring, A-
LAW  was pleased to present to the audience Attorney-at-Law and Mediator Tsanko 
Ivanov as head of A-LAW BULGARIA. Under the direction of Tsanko, A-LAW BULGARIA's 
services will be provided in the different regions of Bulgaria: Sofia, Varna, Plovdiv, Stara 
Zagora and Bourgas.  The latter being of particular interest seen the fact that A-LAW 
developed from the port and logistics areas of practice. Denitsa Georgieva, A-LAW Bul-
garian legal counsel active at A-LAW BELGIUM HQ will act as regional representative.   



Utilization of waste of old coal mining 

Upgrade and Modernization of Sofia District Heating Production and Distribution System 

Toplofikacia Sofia EAD, the single owned stock district heating company serving the 
City of Sofia, intends to use the proceeds of the Grant funds provided by the Kozloduy 
International Decommissioning Support Fund (the “KIDSF”), administrated by the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Development (the “Bank”) and its own financing 
towards the cost of the below mentioned contracts within the Project for Upgrade and 
Modernization of Sofia District Heating Production and Distribution System. Tendering 
for the above contracts is expected to begin in the forth quarter of 2015 and the first 
half of 2016. More info on :  

http://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/procurement/p-pn-151204a.html 

Two projects for utilization of waste of old coal mining might give the start of clean-
ing accumulated waste dumps in the country. They are situated in the region of 
Belogradchik and Pernik, though technology is applicable practically anywhere, in-
cluding in presently functioning mines. Investors are group of Belgian citizens. The 
project in the region of Belogradchik is for taking away of technological waste from 
coal mining near the village of Stakevtsi, where up to 60ties of last century a mine 
for anthracite coal, named Starchov Dol was operating. They will be executed by 
Mine Company Belogradchik, where shareholders are five Belgians and a single Bul-
garian citizen. Investment there is assessed to at least EUR 1 million. The other pro-
ject envisages making use of waste from Maxim taban in Pernik, accumulated there 
from the operation of the ex-state Pernik Mines. Source: Capital 

Trust for Social Achievement — Survey. 

The Trust for Social Achievement, a daughter of the America for Bulgaria Foun-
dation, wants to assists in the development and growth of a vibrant private sec-
tor in Bulgaria.  In order to develop a fully functioning market economy, the po-
tential workforce of Bulgaria's economically disadvantaged must be activated. 
TSA would like to ask you to take 20 minutes to answer their survey, in order to 
receive an impression on human resource and vocational training needs in spe-
cific regions and for specific industries in Bulgaria. They will use this information 
to match it with feedback from partner organizations working with ethnic mi-
norities in the country, in order to tailor new solutions and cooperation possibil-
ities addressing the employment needs of local economy and marginalized com-
munities.  

More Info & the Survey here:  

English http://ow.ly/Vn4kz  -  Bulgarian http://ow.ly/Vn4iC  

Annual IWC Charity Bazaar 

The annual IWC Charity Bazaar took place on Sunday 6th of December with 
another great success for the Belgian stall. The benefits from the sales of choc-
olate, beer, waffles, clothes... increased by 40 % compared to last year and the 
total benefits are over 10.000 Leva....  This is the result of the fantastic work of 
all the volunteers who worked hard for this project (not only on the day of the 
Bazaar) but also of the donations of generous sponsors. Many thanks to all of 
them and congratulations for this wonderful result.  
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