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Dear friends,
Like us on

Congratulations to Peter Andronov, CEO of CIBank, who was elected chairman of lb Facebook
the Association of Banks in Bulgaria, and to the new Euro Sensolab, which opened
its doors in March.

More activities are to be expected, from the side of the BBL Business Club, and
also through visits of Secretary of State for Foreign Trade, Pieter De Crem, and an
economic mission in autumn.

Happy Easter Holidays

Anick Van Calster
Ambassador

Euro Sensolab opens doors for businesses in Bulgaria

Euro Sensolab Bulgaria has officially opened its unique facility in Sofia.
The sensory analysis laboratory is the fourth one for the Belgian group
Euro Consultants following successful laboratories operating in Belgium,
France and Tunisia.

The presentation’s audience included representatives of producers and
retail chains, sector chambers, as well as of specialized educational insti-
tutions. The business guests were the first to visit the new facility and
joined demonstration tests in the Euro Sensolab Bulgaria tasting room.

The laboratory is going to partner with Bulgarian sector chambers and
organizations and will be working to help enhance the level of food and
drink quality that should correspond to local preferences and to the ever
higher requirements of Bulgarian consumers.

CEO of Clbank is the new chairmain of the Association of Banks in

Petar Andronov, CEO of CIBank, is the new chairman of the Association of Banks in Bul-
garia (ABB). He was appointed at the general meeting of ABB on Tuesday. Clbank is
since 2007 part of the Belgian KBC Group and will soon celebrate its 20th anniversary.
Congratulations to M. Andronov for this proof of trust from the banking sector.




Euro Consultants Group Belgium has been officially authorized as IFS Academy!

IFS Standards /International Featured Standards/ are developed for and

through all involved parties in the supply chain, which would like to use .
uniform standards to ensure safety and quality of food and non-food pro-

ducts and related services.

This Standard is now managed by IFS Management GmbH, a company

owned by FCD and HDE, and applies to all the post-farm gate stages of
food processing.

Academy
The overall aim of the IFS Academy is to provide all IFS users with valuable,
first-hand information about the IFS standards in order to facilitate their implementation. Small seminar groups allow
intensive group and case study work so that the participants directly benefit from the newly gained knowledge. The IFS
Academy offers a wealth of different training units and seminars on various topics.
Euro Consultants SA is an official IFS Training service provider and a qualified Assessment Service Provider for IFS Global
Markets Food — Program for Assessing food safety of products

Albania becomes member of COSME EU program

The Albanian Minister of Economy Arben Ahmetaj, and the European Commis-
sioner for Domestic Market, Industry Entrepreneurship and SME’s Elzbieta
Bienkowska signed by the beginning of March an agreement formalizing the
membership of Albania in COSME. Albania is the fifth non EU Country, after a.o.
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, to join this program and was wel-
comed by Mrs. Bienkowska saying : « The access in finance remains one of the

main problems which SME’s face during their activity. This program will offer

funding opportunities which may be used by Albanian companies in an

efficient way in order to support these small and medium sized enterprises and to have an idea of their activities to find the
best way to promote them.

http://invest-in-albania.org/albania-becomes-member-cosme-eu-programme/

Belgian-Bulgarian workshop about integrated water resources management

On 1 April, representatives of the University of Liege (Aquapole)
and from the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water had a
meeting in Sofia, in presence of a representative of our Embassy
and of AWEX to speak about « integrated water resources manage-
ment in the Danube River Basin ». The goal of the workshop was to
present and promote the results and the implementation of an as-
sessment tool developed by the University of Liege for the surface
water pollution in the Iskar River and the Yantra River. Both users

are part of the Danube-Basin.




Geert van Istendael’s book is now available in Bulgarian, Albanian and Macedonian

Save the dates

M. Pieter De Crem, the Belgian Secretary of State for Foreign Trade, will come

to Bulgaria on 9 and 10 June.

Other dates to save :

22 April 8 General Assembly of the Business Club

7-16 October : Belgian Days

The Belgian writer and former journalist Geert van Istendael is now
back home, after a fulfilling and very interesting « lecture-travel » in
the region ended in Sofia in the University St. Kliment Ohridski in pre-
sence of a large audience which learned a lot about Belgium through
M. van Istendael’s testimony. But, if he left Bulgaria, his book about
the building of our country has been translated into Albanian, Bulga-
rian and Macedonian and is now available in all (good) bookshops.

For Bulgaria : www.janet45.com

Albania : www.foreignrights@dituria.a |

FYROM : contact@matica.com.mk
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